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Science Unit 1: Classifying Organisms

Performance Assessment Part 1 – Classifying Animals

Task:  The Vertebrates Zoo has decided to remodel its exhibits.   
They have asked you to help them design the new exhibits.

1. Animal List: 

frog, shark, owl, monkey, octopus, bear, python, ostrich, 
crocodile, salmon, salamander, and butterfly.
2. Above you have been given 12 animals to sort into 5 different Vertebrate Zoo exhibit groups; however 2 of the animals in the list do not belong.  Draw these 2 animals on the back and explain why they do not belong in this zoo. 

3. Now you have 10 animals left to sort. Each exhibit will have 3 animals, two of these animals will be from the animal list above, but ONE additional animal will be your choice.  
4. Each group will need to be named based on the scientific classification of organisms. 
5. The characteristics of each group will also need to be included, such as…
· Warm/cold blooded?

· Breathes with? (lungs, gills, both)

· Skin covering? (scales, hair/fur, feathers, moist & slimy, etc.)
· Reproduction? (live births, lays eggs, etc.)

· Unique Characteristics? (beaks, feeds milk to young, aquatic, etc.)

6. Last complete the instructions under the Zoo Banner on the final draft sheet.  

Science Unit 1: Classifying Organisms

Performance Assessment Part 1 – Classifying Animals Rubric

	
	Below the Standard
	Approaching 

the Standard
	Meets the Standard
	Exceeds the Standard

	Sorts animals into groups of vertebrates and invertebrates.
	0
Unable to sort into vertebrates or invertebrates.
	1
Able to sort some of the animals.
	2
Sorted all animals into vertebrates or invertebrates.
	

	Labels 5 classes of vertebrates.
	0
Unable to label 5 vertebrate groups.


	1-2
Able to label some of the 5 vertebrate groups.
	3
Labeled all 5 vertebrate groups. 
	

	Sorts animals into correct vertebrate group.
	0
Sorted less than 5 animals. 
	1
Sorted at least 5 of the animals.
	2
Sorted all the animals. 
	

	Identifies the common characteristics of each class of vertebrate. 
	0
Unable to identify the characteristics.
	1-3
Identifies a few of the characteristics.
	4
Identifies most of the characteristics.
	5
Identifies all the characteristics.

	Generates an animal for each class of vertebrate.
	0
Unable to generate an animal for each class. 
	1-2
Generate an animal for some classes.
	3
Generated an animal for each class.
	

	Project completed on time.
	0
Project not completed.
	1
Projected completed late. 
	2
Project completed on time. 
	

	Effort and neatness. 
	0
Lacks effort and neatness.
	1
Some effort and neatness.
	2
Good effort and neatness.
	3
Outstanding effort and neatness.


A 20 – 18 points

B 17-16 points

C 15-14 points 

F Below 14 points
Characteristics of this group: 





Group: 





Characteristics of this group: 





Group: 





Characteristics of this group: 





Group: 





Characteristics of this group: 





Group: 





Characteristics of this group: 





Group: 





Vertebrates Zoo





Name 2 common characteristics of all the organisms you included in these zoo exhibits.





1. ________________________


__________________________


__________________________





2. ________________________
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Name _____________________





Date ______________________
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