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Number the Stars Comprehension Questions

Chapter 1:

1. Why were Annemarie, Ellen, and Kirsti stopped by German soldiers?

2. What advice does Mrs. Rosen give the girls about playing outside?  Why?

3. Why isn’t Kirsti scared of the soldiers?

4. Why do you think the “Free Danes” newspaper was important in Demark during these years?

Chapter 2:

1. How did Mrs. Johansen react to the death of her daughter Lise?

2. What are some of the hardships that the Danish people faced because of the war?

3. How was King Christian different from other Kings?

4. Why didn’t the Danish army fight the Germans when they invaded?

5. Annemarie believes that ordinary people like her do not have to be brave.  Do you agree or disagree?

Chapter 3:

1. What did Annemarie realize about her friend after Peter’s visit?

2. What items are being rationed? Why?

3. What happened to Mrs. Hirsch?

4. Why did the girls always take a different route to school?

Chapter 4:
1. How did the Germans find out the names of the Jewish people?

2. Why was Kirsti upset when she and her mother returned from shopping?  What was Ellen’s solution?
3. Why were the Tivoli Gardens important to the Danes of Copenhagen? 

4. Why do the Danes not have leather for shoes?

Chapter 5:
1. How do the Johansens plan to hide Ellen from the Germans?

2. What was Annemarie told about the death of her sister?

3. How did the German soldiers show lack of respect to the Johansens?

4. What features of Ellen made the German soldiers suspicious that she did not belong to the family?

5. How did Mr. Johansen convince the German soldiers that Ellen was his daughter?

6. Why was it important that Ellen remove her Star of David necklace?

7. Why did Annemarie not think that the German soldier would come to their apartment?

Chapter 6:

1. Why where Annemarie and Ellen kept home from school after the visit from the German soldiers?

2. What code words did Mr. Johansen use to refer to the Danish Jews and how they were to be smuggled?

3. Describe the scenery along the way to Gilleleje.

4. Why did Mrs. Johansen take the trip to Uncle Henrik’s without her husband?

5. What did Annemarie think Kirsti would say to the German soldiers on the train when they were being questioned?
Chapter 7:

1. What was the name of Uncle Henrik’s boat and where did he get it?

2. What did Annemarie do with Ellen’s necklace?

3. Why does Mrs. Johansen tease her brother Henrik?

4. What does the sea represent to Ellen and her family?

5. Why was there no laughter between Annemarie’s mother and uncle that night?

Chapter 8:
1. What did Annemarie learn about the death of Great Aunt Birte?

2. How did the girls spend their first full day at the farm?

3. Why was Annemarie shocked by her uncle’s announcement that there would be a funeral?

4. Why is Annemarie so excited to have oatmeal, cream, and butter for breakfast?  How is this different than Copenhagen?

5. What did Uncle Henrik mean by “tomorrow will be a good day for fishing.”?

6. What purpose of making fun of the German soldiers serve?

Chapter 9:

1. What does Annemarie learn about bravery when she talks to her uncle?

2. What did Annemarie learn about her Great Aunt Birte?

3. Why did Ellen make a sharp, low cry when she stepped outside with Peter?

4. Why did Annemarie not tell Ellen what she knew about Aunt Birte?

5. Who do you think the people were arriving for the funeral?

Chapter 10:  
1. Why did the German soldiers come to Uncle Henrik’s house?

2. What was Annemarie’s first test of bravery?

3. How did Mrs. Johansen stop the German soldiers from looking in the casket?

4. Why was Peter’s reading from the bible so important?

5. What do you think would have happened if the German soldier found the truth about the funeral?

Chapter 11: 
1. What was in the casket, and what was it used for?

2. What clothes was used to protect the baby?

3. What did Peter give the baby and why?

4. What was the purpose of Great Aunt Birte’s funeral?

5. Why didn’t Mr. Rosen ask what was in the package to bring to Uncle Henrik?

Chapter 12:
1. Describe the trail from Uncle Henrik’s house to the boat.

2. What promise did Annemarie make to Ellen?

3. Explain the following thoughts of Annemaire: “It was harder for the ones who were waiting, Annemarie knew.  Less dangerous, perhaps, but more fear.”

4. What do you think happened to Mrs. Johansen on the way back from the boat?

Chapter 13:

1. What happened to Mrs. Johansen on the way back from the boat?

2. What had Mr. Rosen dropped?

3. Why did Mrs. Johansen tell Annemarie to act like a silly girl if she were stopped on her way?

4. What do you think Mrs. Johansen meant when she said, “it may have all been for nothing,” when she saw the dropped parcel?
Chapter 14: 
1. What fairy tale did Annemarie remember on her way to Uncle Henrik’s boat?

2. Describe what happened to Annemarie on her way to the boat?

3. Why did Annemarie choose this fairy tale?

Chapter 15:
1. What is in the basket to help fool the German soldier into thinking it is lunch for her uncle?

2. Why did Annemarie behave like Kirsti when she was stopped by German soldiers?

3. Why do you think the German soldiers stopped Annemarie?

Chapter 16:
1. What was Uncle Henrik’s explanation for the following?

a. Not seeing the Rosens on the boat

b. The use of drug on the baby

c. The handkerchief

2. What would have happened if the Annemarie would not have gotten the handkerchief to Uncle Henrik?

3. What do you think it was like traveling to Sweden for the Rosens and others?
