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Literature Circles are reading groups in which students have the opportunity to choose the books and discuss them with their peers. The discussion is guided by roles or jobs that students select and complete for a specific part of the reading. These roles are selected and completed ahead of time and they change with each section of the reading. 
Discussion Director - Your job is to come up with 5 different open-ended questions to ask the other members of your groups. You also need to answer these questions yourself. When your group meets, it is your responsibility to start the discussion by asking your questions . After everyone has had a chance to share their answers and  ideas, you can ask if anyone has a question of their own.
Savvy Summarizer - Your job is to write a summary of the important events from the reading. When your group meets, read your summary aloud to everyone in you group. When you are finished, ask your group members if they think anything else should be included in your summary.
Creative Connector - Your job is to make connections between the reading and the real world. When your group meets, clearly explain your connection to your group members and once you are finished have them make their our connections.
Imaginative Illustrator - Your job is to draw a picture that illustrates a scene from the reading. When your group meets, show your picture without commenting on it, and let the others in your group individually guess what your picture means. After everyone has had a turn to guess, explain your picture and why you choose to draw that scene.
Literary Luminary - Your job is to choose an important or interesting paragraph or sentence from the book to discuss with your group. When your group meets, read your selected passage to everyone and explain why you choose it. When you have finished have your group members comment.
Word Wizard - Your job is to find unfamiliar or difficult words from the reading and  look up the definitions in the dictionary. When your group meets, help them find the words in the text ,explain the context that the words were used in and ask them if they know what it means. After everyone has shared their ideas, explain the dictionary definition of each word.
Travel Tracker - Your job is to track where the action in the reading takes place, both  in words and pictures of diagrams. When your group meets, explain how the setting changes from the beginning, middle and the end of the reading. Show your picture map or diagram and ask for comments.
Character Captain - Your job is describe the main characters' traits. When your group meets, explain the character you selected and their trait. Make sure to explain the passage from the reading that supports and emphasis what you are saying.
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When your group meets you need to be ready to participate, which means that you have read  the scheduled reading, completed your selected role and are ready to present and discuss the material. Use the following role log and reading schedule to keep you and your group members organized. In the role log below simply write the abbreviation of your selected role underneath your name and beside the meeting number and date.
Book:______________________________________Author:_________________________________
	                             Group Member:
	
	
	
	
	

	Meeting  #1  Date:                      
	
	
	
	
	

	Meeting  #2  Date:                   
	
	
	
	
	

	Meeting  #3 Date:                       
	
	
	
	
	

	Meeting  #4 Date:                       
	
	
	
	
	

	Meeting  #5 Date:                       
	
	
	
	
	

	Meeting  #6 Date:                       
	
	
	
	
	

	Meeting  #7 Date:                       
	
	
	
	
	

	Meeting  #8 Date:                       
	
	
	
	
	


In the reading log below, break up your book into sections that you will plan to read for each meeting.
	Group Meetings
	Chapter(s) or Pages

	Meeting  #1
	

	Meeting  #2
	

	Meeting  #3
	

	Meeting  #4
	

	Meeting  #5
	

	Meeting  #6
	

	Meeting  #7
	

	Meeting  #8
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Name:   ___________________________  Group: _______________    Date:  ___________________ 

Title of the book/story: ________________________________________________________________ 

Reading Assignment: Chapter(s)    _____________                 Page     _______ to  _______

Outline of Responsibilities 
Your job is to make up and ask questions about the section of the book that you are reading.  Make sure that your questions are interesting and open-ended. The idea is to make up the kinds of questions that will make the other students in your group think carefully about what they read. The best questions will come from your own thoughts, feelings, and ideas about this section of the book. You also need to write your own answers to these questions. Some possible questions are: 
· Which part of the story brought out the strongest feelings? 

· Was there anything in this part of the story that bothered or surprised you? 

· If you could talk to the main character, what would you tell him or her to do? 

· Do you agree with the main character’s actions? Why or why not? 
· What do you think will happen in the next part of the story? 

My Questions:
1.)___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
2.)___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
3.)___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
4.)___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
5.)___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


My Answers:

1.)_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
2.)_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
3.)_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

4.)_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

5.)_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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Name:   ___________________________  Group: _______________    Date:  ___________________ 

Title of the book/story: ________________________________________________________________ 

Reading Assignment: Chapter(s)    _____________                 Page     _______ to  _______
Outline of Responsibilities 
As the summarizer, your job is to describe what happened in this section of the book.  In your summary, make sure you include  the main event and all of the important details. Be sure to write in complete sentences and try to fill most or all of the space bellow. On the back side of this page write down the five key points about the section you read.
My Summary:

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
My Key Points:

1.)___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
2.)___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
3.)___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
4.)___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
5.)___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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Name:   ___________________________  Group: _______________    Date:  ___________________
Title of the book/story: ________________________________________________________________ 

Reading Assignment: Chapter(s)    _____________                 Page     _______ to  _______
Outline Of Responsibilities 

Your job is to find connections between the book you are reading and the outside world. This means connecting what you read with your own life (text to self), to another book (text to text), or to something in the world around you (text to world). Describe the part in the book, and then explain your connection. Make sure to explain what type of connection you are making.
You might ask yourself the question, "What does this event remind me of?" or "Who do the main characters remind me of?" Possible kinds of connections could include happenings at school or at home, world events, problems you have experienced, similar books or authors.
My Connections:
1.)__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________(Text  to ____________)
2.)__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________(Text  to_____________)
3.)__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________(Text to _____________)
4.)__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________(Text to _____________)
5.)__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________(Text to _____________)


  
	

	
	



  


 Name:   ___________________________  Group: _______________    Date:  ___________________ 
Title of the book/story: ________________________________________________________________ 

Reading Assignment: Chapter(s)    _____________                 Page     _______ to  _______
Outline of Responsibilities 
As the illustrator, your job is to draw some kind of a picture related to what you read  in your section. It can be a sketch, cartoon, diagram, or a stick figure scene.  It can be about something that you read, something that the reading reminded you about, or an element of the story.  Make sure your drawing is colorful and includes details. Give your picture a title and be sure to explain what your drawing shows and why you choose to illustrate it. 

My Illustration:
 
My drawing shows: __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​_______________________________________________________________________
Why I chose this event to illustrate: __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​_______________________________________________________________________


Name:   ___________________________  Group: _______________    Date:  ___________________ 

Title of the book/story: ________________________________________________________________ 

Reading Assignment: Chapter(s)    _____________                 Page     _______ to  _______
Outline of Responsibilities 
Your job is to find difficult, puzzling, or unfamiliar words or expressions in this section. Record the page number and  circle where they are found on the page ( top, middle, bottom ). After reading, find the word in the dictionary or glossary, and write down the meaning. 
Word #1:________________________  Page Number:____________________( Top, Middle, Bottom)

Copy the sentences the word was used in:_________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Dictionary definition:_________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

Word #2:________________________  Page Number:____________________( Top, Middle, Bottom)

Copy the sentences the word was used in:_________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Dictionary definition:_________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

Word #3:________________________  Page Number:____________________( Top, Middle, Bottom)

Copy the sentences the word was used in:_________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Dictionary definition:_________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

Word #4:________________________  Page Number:____________________( Top, Middle, Bottom)

Copy the sentences the word was used in:_________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Dictionary definition:_________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

Word #5:________________________  Page Number:____________________( Top, Middle, Bottom)

Copy the sentences the word was used in:_________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Dictionary definition:_________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________



Name:   ___________________________  Group: _______________    Date:  ___________________ 

Title of the book/story: ________________________________________________________________ 

Reading Assignment: Chapter(s)    _____________                 Page     _______ to  _______
Outline of Responsibilities                                                                                                           Your job is to choose a paragraph or sentences from the book to discuss with your group. Your purpose is to help other students by spotlighting something interesting, powerful, funny, puzzling, or important from the text. You can read parts aloud yourself, or ask another group member to read them. Make sure you include your reasons for picking the paragraphs or sections you did.  Record the page number and paragraph from the text. Some of your reasons for picking the passage might include:
· This was important because….. 

· It has excellent description, colourful language, special technique or figurative language.                                               

· This was a fun way of saying …..
· It emphasizes the theme of...

· It explain something about a character or another element of the story.

My Selections:

Passage #1                 Page Number: _______________          Paragraph Number :_________________

Reason(s) for Picking:_______________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Passage #2                 Page Number: _______________          Paragraph Number :_________________

Reason(s) for Picking:_______________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Passage #3                 Page Number: _______________          Paragraph Number :_________________

Reason(s) for Picking:_______________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Passage #4                 Page Number: _______________          Paragraph Number :_________________

Reason(s) for Picking:_______________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Passage #5                 Page Number: _______________          Paragraph Number :_________________

Reason(s) for Picking:_______________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

    


Name:   ___________________________  Group: _______________    Date:  ___________________ 

Title of the book/story: ________________________________________________________________ 

Reading Assignment: Chapter(s)    _____________                 Page     _______ to  _______
Outline of Responsibilities                                                                                                    Your job is to track where the action in the story takes place.  In a book where characters move around a lot and the scenes change frequently, it is important for everyone  to know where things are happening and  how the setting may have changed. Even if the scenery doesn’t change that  much, the setting is still a very important part of the story. Include a picture map that you can show and discuss with your group.
Where the action begins:____________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Where the key events happened:_______________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Where the events ended: ____________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Picture Map:

Beginning:
Middle:

End:



Name:   ___________________________  Group: _______________    Date:  ___________________ 

Title of the book/story: ________________________________________________________________ 

Reading Assignment: Chapter(s)    _____________                 Page     _______ to  _______
Outline of Responsibilities                                                                                                                 Your job is to get to know and understand the main characters in the text. Describe their personalities or their character traits, for example, how they act, how they feel, what they think. Describe the behaviour or actions of the character and find a passage or sentence in this section that explains and supports the characters' traits. You may want to focus on only one character or multiple characters. 
Character #1:_________________________                        Trait:_____________________________

Description:__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Passage:_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________(Page#_______)
Character #2:_________________________                        Trait:_____________________________

Description:__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Passage:_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ _________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________(Page#_______)
Character #3:_________________________                        Trait:_____________________________

Description:__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Passage:_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________(Page#_______)
Character #4:_________________________                        Trait:_____________________________

Description:__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Passage:_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________(Page#_______)

 Literature Circles





       Roles





Group Meetings





 Discussion Director





          Discussion Director Checklist:


                                                                                               


    My work is neat and complete.


    I didn't leave any headings blank.


    My questions do not have yes/no answers.


    I have check for mechanics.





Self Evaluation:                                                           Rate yourself on a scale of 1(low) to 5(high).


How well did you prepare?      �


How well did you participate? 


Why did you give yourself these marks?





 Savvy Summarizer 








            Savvy Summarizer Checklist:


                                                                                               


    My work is neat and complete.


    I didn't leave any headings blank.


    My summary includes important details.


    I have check for mechanics.





Self Evaluation:                                                           Rate yourself on a scale of 1(low) to 5(high).


How well did you prepare?      �


How well did you participate? 


Why did you give yourself these marks?





Creative Connector





            Creative  Connector Checklist:


                                                                                               


    My work is neat and complete.


    I didn't leave any headings blank.


    I have explained my connections clearly.


    I have check for mechanics.





Self Evaluation:                                                           Rate yourself on a scale of 1(low) to 5(high).


How well did you prepare?      �


How well did you participate? 


Why did you give yourself these marks?





Imaginative Illustrator





            Imaginative Illustrator Checklist:


                                                                                               


    My work is neat and complete.


    I didn't leave any headings blank.


    I used all the space and colored my drawing.


    I have check for mechanics.





Self Evaluation:                                                           Rate yourself on a scale of 1(low) to 5(high).


How well did you prepare?      �


How well did you participate? 


Why did you give yourself these marks?





    Word Wizard                         








            Word Wizard  Checklist:


                                                                                               


    My work is neat and complete.


    I didn't leave any headings blank.


    I selected 5 appropriate words.


    I have check for mechanics.





Self Evaluation:                                                           Rate yourself on a scale of 1(low) to 5(high).


How well did you prepare?      �


How well did you participate? 


Why did you give yourself these marks?





 Literary Luminary





            Literary Luminary  Checklist:


                                                                                               


    My work is neat and complete.


    I didn't leave any headings blank.


    I clearly stated my reason for selection.


    I have check for mechanics.





Self Evaluation:                                                           Rate yourself on a scale of 1(low) to 5(high).


How well did you prepare?      �


How well did you participate? 


Why did you give yourself these marks?





 Travel Tracker





            Travel Tracker Checklist:


                                                                                               


    My work is neat and complete.


    I didn't leave any headings blank.


    I have explain all of the different settings.


    I have check for mechanics.





Self Evaluation:                                                           Rate yourself on a scale of 1(low) to 5(high).


How well did you prepare?      �


How well did you participate? 


Why did you give yourself these marks?





 Character Captain





            Character Captain Checklist:


                                                                                               


    My work is neat and complete.


    I didn't leave any headings blank.


    I have included relevant support for the trait.


    I have check for mechanics.





Self Evaluation:                                                           Rate yourself on a scale of 1(low) to 5(high).


How well did you prepare?      �


How well did you participate? 


Why did you give yourself these marks?








