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5th grade Curriculum Night 2014
Mrs. Moffitt
1. Daily Schedule:  A copy is attached.   

On the “No Specials” day, the class will stay in homeroom.
SEM/PBL/TAG-SEM has changed this year to PBL (Project-Based Learning) and will take place every day during the Enrichment Block.  TAG students will meet with a TAG teacher during the Enrichment block for their Science and Social Studies units, while the rest of the homeroom stays in the room.  The Enrichment units will rotate between Science and Social Studies approximately every 23-25 school days. You will receive a unit letter from your child’s Enrichment teacher prior to the start of a new unit that will give more detailed information.
2. Academic & Behavioral Expectations:

Classwork-Is done in class only.  Work is given to monitor a student’s understanding of the material.  Work that is not finished will be marked as incomplete, but not sent home unless it is a long-term assignment.  An on-task student will have ample time to complete the work in the classroom.
Homework-Is given on a daily basis Monday-Thursday in Math and Reading/Language Arts.  Assignments in Science/Social Studies/Health will be given by Enrichment teacher.  Homework is turned in the next day in a labeled tray & checked for completeness before correcting in class.  The student’s agenda will be marked if work was missing or not turned it & initialed by me.  If a child is absent, we follow the Fulton County policy for making up work (1 day per absence unless other arrangements are agreed upon). School Policy: If your child is out and homework will be picked up at the end of the day, please notify the office by 9:00 am. We would prefer to get an email during our planning time (7:50-8:40), in order to get your child’s work organized and not interrupt instruction.
Agenda-Should be completed daily.  Homework and long-term assignments will be written on my agenda chart & copied into the student’s agenda daily. I will also post assignments through Edmodo.
Independent Reading- Your child should read 20 min per night in addition to homework time. I have given each student a place in their Reading notebooks to write down novels as they finish. Lexile levels will be monitored through the STAR testing program as well as work in class to ensure students are reading the books that are “just right” for them.
Signed Papers-will go home every 2 weeks unless noted on the bottom of a previous set of papers.  It will include samples of work & all graded work that the student does in my room.  Any missing or incomplete work will be noted on the cover sheet, as well as any conduct or work issues that need to be addressed.  They need to be returned the next day, or a note requesting to keep them longer, signed by a parent.

3. Fulton County Grading Scale:

A=90 and above

B=80-89

C=70-79

F=69 and below

4. 5th grade grading breakdown and homework policy:

Math: Tests-40%, Quizzes-30%, Classwork-20%, HW-10%
Reading/Language Arts: Tests/Projects-40%, Quizzes -30%, Classwork-20%, HW-10%
Social Studies: Tests/Projects-40%, Quizzes-30%, Classwork-20%, HW-10%

Science: Tests/Projects-40%, Quizzes-30%, Classwork/Labs-20%, HW-10%
Health: Participation-50%, Assignments-50%
Homework Policy

Homework is designed to provide reinforcement of subject matter and help foster a sense of responsibility.

5th Grade Expectations

· Students are expected to complete 40-60 minutes of homework Monday – Thursday, as well as a minimum of 20 minutes of reading in a variety of genres.

· It is the student’s responsibility to record homework assignments in their agenda and complete them when they are given.

· If a student does not receive homework on a given day, the student is to record “No Homework” in their agenda.

· Homework assignments should have a proper heading, be written neatly, and directions followed correctly.  Parents are asked to initial the agenda daily as an indication that homework has been completed.

· Failure to complete homework on time will impact your child’s overall grade.

· If a student is absent, it is the responsibility of the student to inquire about and complete missing homework assignments.  Below is Fulton County’s policy on Make-Up work:
· Students have the same number of days they were absent to make-up assignments.  Students should only be required to make-up assignments that are critical to understanding an objective or important for a grade.

· If students are absent for a prolonged period of time, arrangements should be made through the CST.  

· If your child is out and homework will be picked up at the end of the day, please notify the office by 9:00 am. 
5. Mustang Money/Mini-Economy:

Everyone has a classroom job that rotates weekly.  Students should earn $50 of Mustang Money on a regular basis. Students may also earn bonuses for doing well, receiving compliments from teachers and staff, and achieving academic goals.  There are 2 set class auctions. I will gladly accept donations of “cool” kid-friendly items to auction off in December and at the end of the year.
We use Mustang Money to help students understand how economics works which is part of the 5th grade Social Studies curriculum.  After the GA Milestones testing, one of the remaining Enrichment units is Mustang Market.   We will create products in the classroom to sell at Market Day.  Since we are trying to teach about personal finances, please do not spend any of your own real money for Mustang Market items.

6. Housekeeping Matters:

Birthdays-You may send little gifts for the class, such as pencils, stickers, erasers, etc.  The 5th grade teachers request that you do not send food due to possible food allergies and dietary restrictions of the other students.

Bottled Water/Snacks-The students may bring water bottles to have at their seats.  They may only have water-no sports drinks or flavored water.  Snacks should be nutritious; chips and candy do not provide the long-term energy needed to get through the day.  I like to provide snacks for those children who forget.  If you would like to donate peanut-free snacks for the classroom, please sign up on the snack calendar on the back table.
Dress Code-Please be aware of your child’s attire.  We are reminding girls about the length of their shorts & midriff-showing shirts and boys about sagging shorts & too much skin under a jersey.  Any student who doesn’t comply with the dress code will be sent to the office to call home.  We go outside to recess every day, weather permitting, so athletic shoes are the best type of footwear for school.
If you have any specific questions regarding your child, please make sure to sign up for a conference time tonight.  If it needs more immediate attention, please email me with a good time & phone number to reach you.

Thank you so much for coming!  I look forward to a great year!
Mrs. Kayleigh Moffitt
Moffittk.weebly.com

