Dear Sir or Madam,


My name is Jennifer LaPietra and I am a teacher at Mountain Park Elementary in Roswell, Georgia.  I am writing you on behalf of my fifth grade students at Mountain Park to explain an exciting and unique project that our class is working on.  We have been learning about the many contributions that our country has made both in inventions and technology, in politics and economics, from a historical perspective, and as a part of our students’ expanded environment.  It is important for students to understand that their world is bigger than just their immediate surroundings. 

As a reward for their hard work, the students earn “Mustang Money.”  They can earn these in many ways, from exceptional behavior to getting work turned in on time.  They have been earning “Mustang Money” for good work habits and extra effort in their work.  The students are collecting the “Bucks” to spend at an auction that is planned for the end of the year.  The “Mustang Money” are paper money, in denominations of 1’s, 5’s, 10’s, and 20’s, 50’s, and 100’s.  The students are utilizing math skills by recording the money in bank register books, as well as learning how to calculate interest based on the “Mountain Park Market.”  They learn how to keep a balanced checkbook, since they deposit or withdraw money. This auction shows students how to work with others to organize everything from the letter writing and research needed to mail letters and the organizing and recording needed to make the auction a success.


The auction will be a culmination of our journey through the decades, as we have studied American History from the Civil War through to present day. We have focused a lot on the part Georgia has played in our nation’s history.  We are writing to you in hopes that there might be items, representing you and/or our state, which you could donate for the fourth grade students to bid on with their “Mustang Money,” at our auction.  We are writing letters as a grade level and have 6 fifth grade classes but the items will be split amongst the 6 classes so the auction can be in the individual classes. We would of course, greatly appreciate any contributions but if possible would love items in groups of 6 for easy splitting.  The purpose behind this project is to make learning about our country and our state a fun experience, while showing these students all that it has to offer.  We are planning on having the auction the second week in May.  If you are able to send us anything we would appreciate you sending it as soon as possible, so that we will have an idea of what will be at the auction.  

If you have any questions, please feel free to email me at lapietra@fultonschools.org.  If you will be sending auction items, please mail them to Mrs. Lapietra, 5th Grade Auction, Mountain Park Elementary School, 11895 Mountain Park Rd., Roswell, GA 30075.  Thank you very much for your time and effort.  With your help, the auction should be a great success.








Sincerely, 

